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That LEROY COOPER, the Sax 
player for Mardi Gras Sound 
Company, began his musical 
career at the age of 5! His 
father, a musician also, 
started Leroy on the alto 
sax, and as he grew he 
moved up to bigger and better things; 
namely, clarinet, tenor and finally 
bari sax. After graduating from high 
school, he obtained a music scholar- 
snip: tO Houston-Tillotson College 
where he started his big band experi- 
ence with the school orchestra. 





Leroy was drafted into the Army 
during the Korean conflict and after 
basic training, joined the Army Band. 
While in the Army he also had his own 
18 piece band. After his service 
experience, Leroy returned to Dallas, 
and while playing bari sax at the 
"Hominy Lounge" he was asked by David 
"Fathead" Newman to audition for the 
Ray Charles Band. This led to an 18 
year stint with the Band during which 
time he traveled around the world 
twice. Leroy became the Musical 
Director for the Band from 1960-1965. 


In 1966, he decided to quit the Ray 
Charles Band and free-lanced in the 
Los Angeles area. He became a studio 
musician and recorded with The 5th 
Dimension, The Righteous Brothers, 
Wayne Newton and many Motown acts. 


While in Los Angeles, he met Bill 
White and-was told about an audition 
at Disneyland -= fOr: the Mardi Gras 
Sound Company. Leroy has been with 
the group for four years now and 
finds his biggest challenge at Walt 
Disney World is to entertain all 
different ages and kinds of people 
under one roof. 
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By the way, 1f you ware a Pan on 
Saturday Night Live, watch for the 
recent re-run starring Ray Charles. 
Look at the group behind him, and 
there you will find) Nim = DEROM 
COOPER! 


CONGRATULATIONS ... 


Celebrating their one year anniver- 
sary are: RON TURNER, New World 
Brass; CHERYL PECORA, Stage Operator; 
BEN ROSSI, Area Stage Manager; 
MICHAEL SHANN, Stage Manager; WALTER 
MOOKINI, Stage Manager. Also, TULAGA 
FAUMUL, ANELA GRACE, KIM HOLU, KLYDE 
KAIMANA, IOSEFA LEAPAI (Line Captain) 
EVRETT MAHA'A, DONALD MARIENTHAL, 
MARIA McCALL and LENNIS HU (Musician 
Leader); members of our Luau Cast. 
Three C.R.'s are also celebrating 
their one year anniversary - MACK 
McLAUGHLIN, Teen. Depts, CHARLES 
PARKER and CHRISTINE WIRICK, both of 
the Character Department. 


Celebrating five years of service 
this month are: WILLIAM BAYERS and 
JOHN REININGHAUS. 


On opening day in 1971, Bill was a 
drummer in the Fife & Drum Corps. He 
left the Company in 1973 but returned 
to the Fife & Drum Corps in January 
LOTS: 


John started as a C.T. Stage Opera- 
tor in 1974, and he became permanent 
in 1975. He became a Lead in 1976 and 
in 1978, he was promoted to a Stage 
Operator, sr. 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR . . . 


FEBRUARY 8 & 9 - Valentines World 
Series - Featuring KC & The Sunshine 
Band and Teri DeSario, Kool and the 
Gang, Instant Funk and Jan & Dean. 
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If you plan on attending any of the 
plays in the Orlando area, we will be 
pleased to print your review in "The 
Entertainer." Below are critiques 
Weitten by two Of our ‘cast members. 


"DATSY MAYME" 
Reviewed By Gene Rowell 


A George Kelly comedy sec in 
Philadelphia around the time of the 
depression arrived at the Bob Carr 
Auditorium December 26. The play was 
about a lively spinster, Daisy Mayme 
(Jean Stapleton) and Cliff Mettinger 
(Rex Robbins), a hard working bache- 
lor who has never married out of a 
sense of obligation to a string of 
female relatives. 


The plot is basically low-key, and 
the play's appeal depends very much 
on che rich characterizat irons that 
Kelly has penned. That's exactly what 
the audience at the Carr got - first 
rate performances from all eight of 
its characters. They're stereotypes, 
yes, DUbean inveresuingzand ~unusuall 
assortment, from a doddering old man 
to two "well-meaning" sisters. 


Miss otaptleton takes the Lead aim 
this able company, combining cheerful 


exuberance with shrewd understanding 
Ot human relations. The set was 
lovely and one could easily believe 


relatives would fight for possession 
of such a warm, lovely old home. 


DAISY MAYME 
records for 
Bob: Carr, 
CHARTER 2: 


broke attendance 
a straight stage play at 
beating out DRACULA and 


IVESTE SIDE STORY" 
Reviewed By Anne Kynast 


The set design was excellent, espe- 
cially che fichi Location under eNe 
bridge. The strongest vocally was 
Maria, beautiful clear voice. Anita 
was outstanding, a strong personality 
and a vivacious dancer. 


The show  itlowed = very weni andi it 
received a positive response from the 
audience.: 


BEHIND THE SCENES... 


If you have called the Entertain- 
ment Office recently after our normal 
Operating hours, you have heard a 
recorded message giving you instruc-— 
tions on how to contact an Entertain- 
ment Management Representative. This 
procedure was implemented to aid all 
employees in communicating any urgent 
messages or requests. 

¥ * X 

Reminder to all Permanent and C.R. 
employees - Please picek up your 
Complimentary Tickets by January 31 
at the Entertainment Personnel 
Office. 

¥ * # 

Please remember fo notify the 
Entertainment Personnel Office imme- 
diately if your address changes so 
your records can be kept up to date. 






Interested in taking a dance 
class at our Production Center? 
We are starting several in 
February for any of our perma- 
nent Entertainment Hosts/ 
Hostesses, Disney Charac- 
ters, or Pageant Hosts/ 
Hostesses. More detailed 
information is on its way 
CO VON. 


l, 
wane YOO reer CAR ReaD 
3 SOTO 
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